Target Level:
Grade5

SOLs:
Science: 5.1
LanguageArts: 5.1

Materials Needed:

Copiesof scenario

cards

Paper and pencil
Callectionof “Ms. Manners’
newspaper columns

Litter-Quette

Summary:

Studentsdiscuss consaquences and determine gppropriate manners’ for severd scenariostheat
involvelitter beforemaking ord andwritten presentations.

Objectives:

Studentswill be able to generate and assess agraph of etiquette related data, assess
consequences, and devise recommendations for appropriate behavior.

Background:

By definition, “manners’ arethe prevailing socia conditionsor customsof society.
Or more simply said, manners are the polite, courteous ways people behave.
“Etiquette” refersto the manners, and various forms and ceremonies, that are
generdly established as acceptable or required in social situations.

Practicing good mannersin socia situationsishelpful toward anindividua’ s personal
growth and that of society’s. Likewise, practicing good “ecologica” mannersor
appropriate “ etiquette” related to ecology can be understood to be important to the
well being of individual and groups of people, plants, and animals. Good manners
show respect.

Procedure:

1. Explainthat you are going to check out whether the students know their “ manners’.
Ask the studentsthe following two questionsto confirm their base knowledge. Record their
“yes’ or “no” answersin agraph format on the blackboard prior to further discussions of
these quegtions.

a Last night | went out for pizzawith somefriends. Oneof my friendsused hisor
her deevetowipethe pizzasauce off higher face. Wasthistheright thing
todo?

b. Last weekend your family went to your grandparentsfor dinner. After eating,
your sister let out aloud burp. Wasthisthe appropriate thing to do? Notethat in
some culturesthispracticeis considered to beavery politeindication that thefood
wasdeicious. You might also note that our culture doesnot fedl thisway, and most
would agree an “excuse me” would be appropriate.

Ask thestudentsif the graphsindicate that the mgjority of those contributing dataare
of thesame or differing socia cultures? Have them discuss why they think
manners may beimportant.
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2. Ask studentsto assess when istrash considered litter. What would the criteriabe ?

Have you ever seen trash laying around on the playground (or park or roadside)?
How did it get there?

Have you ever left trash out?

Why are peoplelikely tolitter? How can you prevent litter?

3. Dividetheclassinto groupsof 2 and give each group one of the scenario cards. Give the students 10-15 minutesto discussthe
situation and decide how they would act. Have the students share their decisionswith the rest of the class.

WrapUp/Assessment

1. Giveeach group acopy of a“Ms. Manners’ column from theloca paper. Have the students read the column and discuss how
she gave advice. Then have each group write a Litter-Quette page for their scenario.

2. Braingormwiththeclassalist of appropriate and inappropriate litter behaviorsin asituation. Have the students discuss other
stuationswherethey’ ve observed peoplelittering. (Example: Studentstrying to throw trashin to thetrash can from their seats
and then not picking up the“misses’.) Assign these situationsto the groupsto write Litter-quette pages. Thelitter-quette pages
can be combined to form abook or write anewspaper to be shared with other classes, the schooal library, the principal and the
PTA.

3. Students can conduct additiona research by calculating the® cost” of littering.
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Scenariol:

You and severd of your friends go to the high school’ sfootball
gameaongwith your older brother and two of hisfriends. Your
brother goesto the refreshment stand to buy dl of you ahot
dogandasoda. After everyonefinishes eating, one of your
brother’ sfriendsthrows his cup under the bleachers. Should

you:
. tell himthat litteringisbad and heshouldn’t doit again
. tell himtopickitup

. tell your brother that you saw hisfriend litter

. report him to theteacher sitting in front of you

. other

Scenario2:

You gowithyour friend’ sfamily toapicnic at thelocd park.
After lunch, everyone leavesthe paper plates and leftovers on
thetable and goesfor ahike around the lake. When you come
back, the wind has blown everything off the table onto the
ground. Your friend and hisfamily start packing up thefood
and extradrinks, leaving thetrash on theground. Shouldyou:
. remind them about thethings on theground
. start picking up thelitter and hopethat they will help
. ask your friendto hel p you pick up thelitter
. other
Scenario3:
For your birthday, severa friends meet a the moviethesater.
During the movieyou al have popcorn, sodas, candy and other
goodies. Whenthemovieisover you noticethat dl your
friends are getting up and leaving their cups, wrappers and etc.
Iayl ng onthefloor near their seats. Do you

pick up your trash and hopethat they follow suit

. say “hey, guys don’t forget to clean up after your-
selves’

. say nothing but take your trash to atrash can

. leaveyour trash behind so no-onewill say anything to
you

. other

Scenario4:

Whileshopping at themall withyour family, you noticeagroup
of your friends standing outside of thearcade. They aredll
eating candy barsand drinking sodas. All around them onthe
floor are candy wrappers and empty sodacans. Your little
sister goes up to them and tellsthem that they arelittering and
need to pick up their trash. Doyou

. pretend you don’t know her

. back her up and ask your friendsto pick up their mess

. pick up thetrash for your friends

. pull your sister away and tell her to leave your friends
done

. other

Scenario5:

You and several friendsbring your lunchto school and quickly
goto your favorite tableto eat lunch. For the past severa days,
the group that has eaten lunch at your table before you has | eft
oneor two itemson thetable or on thefloor under it. You and

your friends have picked up thetrash for them. Today thereis
alot of trash on the table and more under it. Do you

. continueto pick it up for the other students

. complaintoyour teacher

. talk to the cafeteria manager about not keeping the
cafeteriaclean

. write an article for the school newspaper

. talk to the students who | eft the mess

. other

Scenario 6:

You and severa friendsare spending theday at alocd amuse-
ment park. When you go into the bathroom, your friends notice
that other people have been throwing the paper towelson the
floor instead of putting them into thetrash can. One of your
friends startsto throw his paper towe on thefloor. Doyou

. ask himto pick it up and put it in thetrash can
. pickitupforhim

. ignoreit because other peopledoiit

. other

Scenario7:

You are onatwo day hiking trip with your youth

group. Therulesof thetrail say “pack itin, pack r

it out” meaning that you should bring your trash

out withyou. When you arrive a the campsite, ~N
you find that the group that camped there the
night before had buried their trashinstead of

taking it out withthem. Animalshad dug upthe 7
trash and scattered it al over the campsite. You

and your friends picked it up and put it with your

groupstrash. The next morning some of your
friendswant to bury thetrash instead of carryingit out. Do you

. offer to carry it your self
. agreethat if you bury it deeper than the other group, it
will be OK
. remind them that the park rulesrequireyou to takeiit
out
. point out that litter will harmwildlifeand you should
take out your trash
. other
Scenario8:

You and your grandfather have been planning afishing tripfor a
longtime. Finaly theday arrivesand you leaveearly inthe
morning to reach the lake and find the perfect spot. At your
grandfather’ sfavorite spot, there are severd linestangledin
tree branchesfrom hisearlier fishing trips. Inschool, you've
been studying about how animalsare harmed by litter and
fishing linesthat have beenleft out. Doyou

. ignorethefishingline, thinking that your grandfather
knows more than your teacher
. pull down thefishinglineand put itin your pocket
whenyour grandfather isn’t looking
. tell your grandfather what you' velearned in school and

hopehewill helptakedowntheoldfishingline
. other
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